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The Task 

Use the net to research and find out about the attack on Darwin by the Japanese in February 1942. 

The Scenario

Your response will be approx 250 words and be in the form of a Newspaper Report. You are allowed to use one photograph with a suitable caption. Imagine you a reporter based in Darwin and you are there when the raid occurs. 

Things to Consider
· This is the first attack on Australian soil

· The impact on the civilian population

· Your responsibility as a reporter 

· The restrictions of Wartime

· Style, Tone and use of language 

Format
Use a word document.
Some helpful websites

Australian War Memorial Website 

http://www.awm.gov.au/
Australia’s War 1939-1945

http://www.ww2australia.gov.au/index.html
Australia at War (Author known to Mr Mountford)

http://home.st.net.au/~dunn/darwin02.htm
National Archives of Australia

http://www.naa.gov.au/fsheets/fs195.html
Darwin Bombed! 

By Daniel Dell’Armi

Late yesterday afternoon, screams of terror ringed throughout Darwin as a fierce Japanese airstrike loomed above. This cowardly has not impacted the naval public greatly due to the weakness of the Japanese air, and ground assaults.  
An owe of 188 Japanese planes took off at 8:45am, led by Commander Mitsuo Fuchida. At about 9:15 a.m. the weak forces were spotted by an Australian Coastwatcher on Melville Island, and then also by Father John McGrath, a Catholic priest conducting missionary work on Bathurst Island. Father McGrath sent a message, "An unusually large air formation bearing down on us from the northwest".  Darwin received both warnings at least twice by radio, no later than 9:37 a.m.
The U.S. fighters, who have just returned from Crete, could not acculmulate in time for a counter-attack. The Japanese aircrafts arrived approximately midday, yesterday. The spineless Japanese even with greater numbers, experience, and superior aircraft on their side, could not shoot down the majority of US planes.
Small and fragile torpedo bombers attacked local shipping services, however not many naval structures were destroyed,  dive-bombers, escorted by Zero fighter planes attacked The Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) bases, civil airfields, however due to the valiant efforts of the support (RAAF’s) staff, the majority of bomber were either killed or injured. By about 10:40 a.m. the first wave of Japanese planes left our heroic nation unharmed.
At approximately midday, the second wave land-based bombers arrived, concentrated on The RAAF Air Base. This horrible and spineless raid lasted 20-25 minutes with no counter-attack due to the limited allied forces. ‘‘The attack is a true symbol of what Japan stands for... deceit, cowardice, and absolute spineless guerilla tactics’’, quotes righteous P.M Robert Menzies.
There have been a minimal number of Australian servicemen and citizens killed or injured. Only 45 Australian citizens, who have worked rightfully for the prosperity of this great nation, were killed and only 20 were injured. ‘‘These figures truly emphasize the weakness of the Axis forces and their inability to cause damage even when the odds are with them’’, said The Bulletin editor.  
The damage caused by this attack cannot be measured by a scale, but by the compassion Australian citizens expressed in the hardest of times during the futile bombings. The ability for Australian citizens to bounce back, help fellow citizens, use their intuition, show courage in time of hardship and the ability to not take order and consequently do what is necessary. The ANZAC legend is proud. 
BY DANIEL DELL’ ARMI

